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WOOD

Event provides free resources for Black

entrepreneurs

February 20, 2024 · 3 min read

Amanda Porter

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (WOOD) — A Black entrepreneur mixer event

Tuesday night was aimed at getting small businesses the boost they need.

Grand Rapids can be a lucrative city when it comes to programs to get

information and money into the hands of Black entrepreneurs.

“To work with us there is no cost at all,” explained Ed Garner, regional

director of the West Michigan Small Business Development Center.

LIST: Black History Month events in West Michigan 2024

Whether you are starting out or growing your business, the West Michigan

SBDC has a team ready to meet your needs. SBDC does three major things

Search the web News Finance Sports Mail Sign inMore

https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.woodtv.com/
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://michigansbdc.org/
https://www.woodtv.com/hidden-history/black-history-month/list-black-history-month-events-in-west-michigan-2024/?ipid=promo-link-block1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=C9j0WbZ75ZaW0B8yYoPwPwJSj4AOP8pK-dv3iuuvpEdj6tub0QRABILq-8BZgya63iZCk0BGgAbnatL0CyAEJqAMByAObBKoEoQJP0LG4Smoaur-F0on2QY9MJ8eLQti-2cs-6yOK2cbJFFk6dobYdFHzbUPOo4BmJKIiaF7a18kEfylPSQhRYK9YuYin1Kb77Haeif6Hc4uvK6zBjvBf5ZkhzkIzhgNxbcCXk2aM4SgeokVraobqEKE-ye0uEtAy7D4HHloH2zCMvJHB54YzAx5BpLS_q6pfUJPWGrbqOyi0_KC8B6PCe2mAlXyRoH154TW9g76W2fN_3WWNH9Ka-glc59J-n4aey588LbFQHyfobeTtyIgwBFJ-w08tXYcLxVDyhh7Qv7Ss3Y6mBUictztP1rG2BQ-XCzgqZKRZugbN-LLZzNwTyOmAywOiz6y4gXSHeoGuln5oPYfo5560fPj0KQpIVXgNqzCHwASAgvvxigTgBAOIBc-DtINDkAYBoAZNgAevpcvCAagH2baxAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB-C9sQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCCQIgGEQARhfMgKKAjoJgECAwICAgKAoSL39wTpYj_yRjcKAhQPyCB9iaWRkZXIteGFwaToxNTk4MTg6bzZDUzdlTDY5cHBBgAoEmAsByAsBgAwBqg0CVVOwE8rYyRbYEw3YFAHQFQH4FgGAFwGyGAkSAphpGE0iAQE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSVwB7FLtq7vrRRe3uQxtLlbaxIA-6HtGL5vncd5bIyHgupIV4ppNleKBDmbhZ5pfOUaE8HumVzbGr_3H8Ng0bKk5KtDC6e9wOT7fDa9mHBvXUcsf23PJyAxgB&sig=AOD64_0zTtEti98BR4POyYL5XV-ZcS5YoQ&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&dbm_c=AKAmf-Dctn3OF0XIS9xZxjdHymjVQOt06d3VtmNmhNHl5YioxIM-A03265sqoxIgDi_nIUoFvgnihyp6X4xTHu4_sU4JSmEJrqJW7T63U1rJgZzSwvRk2JjVrgjSP4rjKF-gcvf80Ttf0jlbSBO6qJS2IK98JqBE0yFllDReq8DqXHD5bebxRHypuBfHLQhhvbyxDmRTkBmZv99MXL5kB7DceZfytvc1yRS4MPQCnZ82_qbzvmZNNZE&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BWyKbLKQ0nVavbnKcHCWKI-JBjGias7qdRlP9yAH_lGW7PCjx9--dIk9zrGbGN43z8y0JgRh4jh05pP2QqBb3Z8K9IYK4JUKeQGu2h2NvdXErZfmPpgPxNyTrPrVy-pa2urAHVgSKL8vnC-wVxQYbGSz9UmoldnDjc2dSfGPnsqokynKL1RN2QknfQUKB3HTkK4sig9ZlFw0V5Rg_tncgFbNhGS03GRQEz8jiGnQmjfWQoLuKC4igoKz8oAq3k56uHlhqune2PTr8gs_NMgPvVw3r4qsRW0ef5mtzQZsiDRHv0DUxCf8ItEiU5TAW9uhLrlCPPsNv5VFxv7Z3sfEu_Oss-Co0G76KtzPmqvX--kt9Ef7cDOXyk-cPs90yLFyMELsQjh6G9BT0Bd2nCucdwE_EjaN437gM765NAs_IPqrvwXHcUjD_hHmHIPLuGXnErnzmoSGepHrGQGQlai3GFdzvDHdgRYw7mKwen_pTe2chTdBk7XxYZc-TDPolSVNyb_NsLzLtd05mImHCwZoCXGSJpXXk9L-iePOugeiYfPPCAdkrw_xWqkNAPZ83TgTQXajkjGbH3ANytuxBmrvRHQOw9dRu_ds-pmTCIAcFo7cdWr1bNrC6Av9GPpxPgaZDnIXjmI68WODObd80W0aiW1GWXb7c37DvR3HjSCithdNK1YEM&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/148868;7688096;4470989;211;0/?postal=49401&us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&gdpr=0&ft_impID=FE647427-4300-4DA5-00C1-7D5F0045679A&g=5508CDB301148B&random=333125.39289075823&ft_width=970&ft_height=250&url=https://www.grainger.com/category?gucid=N:N:DS:Paid:DV360:CSM-6210:IBES9K:20231231:APZ_1
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fevent-provides-free-resources-black-043629751.html%3Fguce_referrer%3DaHR0cHM6Ly90cmFuc2l0aW9uLm1lbHR3YXRlci5jb20v%26guce_referrer_sig%3DAQAAAI1OEOccBInVjQMFXkvdVxWi2J6_Bj0NP8afW2-XVo2oxM_yZc7BtepI25aYe2Qt8xbFcgdwH2oS0xtcjkhaZoI-Kma3XY98OreRmms5w5N31bq7rfw746qKdcQneClmu9FdD8dJC_pxFiwlDE1W4ovwcBjQNptB157c3vY8aW9E%26guccounter%3D2&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin


3/19/24, 10:17 AM Event provides free resources for Black entrepreneurs

https://news.yahoo.com/event-provides-free-resources-black-043629751.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFuc2l0aW9uLm1lbHR3YXRlci5jb20v… 2/8

for businesses. First is consultancy.

“This is a statewide network so we have access to any consultant in the

network so if we don’t know something we can reach out to our folks

across the state and get answers for you,” Garner said.

Secondly, SBDC focuses on market research.

“We use graduate students since we are at a university, Grand Valley State

University. We can use them to provide free market research that large

companies use to make business decisions,” said Garner.

Thirdly it helps with education and training.

“We do a lot of webinars. We do in-person training, and we are still looking

to do a business fair and so forth this year,” said Garner.

Black businesses got hit the hardest during the pandemic and many are

still struggling. Resources are also needed for Black-owned businesses due

to being historically disenfranchised.

Some businesses thrived, many lagged during pandemic in 2020

“Black-owned businesses have more barriers when looking for loan or loan

products or grants as well. There are not many grants I can tell you right

now but there are small business products,” explained Garner.

Some local resources include Grand Rapids Area Black Businesses and

Start Garden.

“We always say that there is not a bad idea, and the market is not

saturated. There is always room for everybody, but you have to be able to

articulate as to why that idea is going to make an impact and why your

idea is worth 5K or 20K. We do grants of $5,000 for the 5×5 pitch

competition grant every month. This month, we are celebrating Black

History Month. So, we partnered with Grand Rapids Area Black

Businesses,” said Jorge Gonzalez, a director at Start Garden.

“So tonight, we did our first ‘GRABB and Go’ of the year. Our GRABB and

Go is a meeting for Black-owned businesses and it also has a workshop

component. So, tonight’s workshop was around financial documents. Our

speaker Mariel Harmon was talking about how accounting is the future of

business,” said Jamiel Robinson, president and CEO of Grand Rapids Area

Black Businesses.

Tuesday night’s mixer is one of the many events and resources in Grand

Rapids to empower and support Black businesses with money and info.

News Finance Sports Mail Sign in

https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.woodtv.com/news/national/some-businesses-thrived-many-lagged-during-pandemic-in-2020/?ipid=promo-link-block2
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrabblocal.com%2Fthe-work%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnna.Skog%40woodtv.com%7Cb9bfaaea044841b19a6e08dc32933509%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C0%7C638440855031064431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4w6K4p9CW%2F%2Fj3zs7yoB3P1RrydiOc3MCUzWayWJJJkQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstartgarden.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnna.Skog%40woodtv.com%7Cb9bfaaea044841b19a6e08dc32933509%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C0%7C638440855031075419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r2YwpjcCz1e9QEs0MeMMwSwJ1%2FwbDfJO2dpsOuEVBjg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstartgarden.com%2Fteam%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnna.Skog%40woodtv.com%7Cb9bfaaea044841b19a6e08dc32933509%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C0%7C638440855031082709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XhkQFwUm5pFtJC65UR%2B45iSJfq55WHF65gkYq2E6zg8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrabblocal.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnna.Skog%40woodtv.com%7Cb9bfaaea044841b19a6e08dc32933509%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C0%7C638440855031089387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ImCWElKn%2FvfNLkT9wBW%2BsTwQUlGcPmyeyWrLE0GvTmY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgrabblocal.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAnna.Skog%40woodtv.com%7Cb9bfaaea044841b19a6e08dc32933509%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C0%7C638440855031089387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ImCWElKn%2FvfNLkT9wBW%2BsTwQUlGcPmyeyWrLE0GvTmY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.yahoo.com/news/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fevent-provides-free-resources-black-043629751.html%3Fguce_referrer%3DaHR0cHM6Ly90cmFuc2l0aW9uLm1lbHR3YXRlci5jb20v%26guce_referrer_sig%3DAQAAAI1OEOccBInVjQMFXkvdVxWi2J6_Bj0NP8afW2-XVo2oxM_yZc7BtepI25aYe2Qt8xbFcgdwH2oS0xtcjkhaZoI-Kma3XY98OreRmms5w5N31bq7rfw746qKdcQneClmu9FdD8dJC_pxFiwlDE1W4ovwcBjQNptB157c3vY8aW9E%26guccounter%3D2&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin


3/19/24, 10:17 AM Event provides free resources for Black entrepreneurs

https://news.yahoo.com/event-provides-free-resources-black-043629751.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90cmFuc2l0aW9uLm1lbHR3YXRlci5jb20v… 3/8

“You can always come to an SBDC. Whatever pitch competitions are out

there and help you develop your pitch deck or your pitch program or

process to help you win that money,” Garner said.

“Before the pitch competition next week, we are doing a Black business

mixer,” said Robinson. “So definitely come out. It’s going to be us, GRABB,

it’ll be Northern Initiatives and a few other entrepreneurial systems that

will be here providing resources for businesses. And Start Garden does the

pitch competition every month so if they weren’t able to get in it for this

month they can get in it for next month.”

The next 5×5 competition hosted by GRABB will be at Start Garden Feb. 27

starting at 5 p.m.

There is also a National Black Business Pitch competition open through

June.

For the latest news, weather, sports, and streaming video, head to

WOODTV.com.
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