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Final live pitch takes place Nov. 13 at John Glenn High School
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Bay County’s efforts to help pave a path for entrepreneurship continue with its second

annual “Business by the Bay” Pitch Competition.

Princess and the Hound, a mobile pet grooming salon, took home top honors and $5,000 as the winner of
the inaugural Business by the Bay Pitch Competition in 2023.
screenshot
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Presented by Huntington Bank, the event is accepting applications from emerging

small businesses in Bay County until July 31 at 5 p.m.

ONLY 25¢

ACT NOW

To be eligible to compete for $11,500 in cash prizes, you must be a for-profit business

with a primary location in Bay County that has operated for two years or less as of

November 13, 2024, and has generated less than $1 million in revenue.
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The final live pitch event, to be conducted in front of a panel of industry experts, is

scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 13 at the John Glenn High School auditorium.

Michelle Judd, small business consultant for Bay County and organizer of the event,

said it's back by popular demand.

“After the tremendous success of our inaugural event last year, we’re thrilled to bring

Business by the Bay back for its second year,” she said. “This competition not only

provides funding opportunities but also offers invaluable education and networking

opportunities for our local entrepreneurs.”

The grand prize winner will receive $5,000, with additional cash prizes ranging from

$3,500 to $750 for runners-up.
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Replay

According to Judd, the event aims to foster small business prosperity and economic

growth within Bay County’s start-up business community.

“The competition’s impact is evident in the success of the previous winners,” she said.

“Princess and the Hound mobile dog grooming, Lolobee’s Lounge coffee shop, and

Bayside Buggies pedicab service, all award recipients from the 2023 competition, are

now successfully operating their businesses in Bay County.”

The competition offers participants valuable workshops on marketing, finance, and

pitch deck creation. Finalists will have the opportunity to present their business ideas

to a panel of judges and receive direct funding and marketing exposure.
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Business by the Bay is made possible by the generous support of sponsors, including:

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

Title Sponsor–Huntington Bank

Major Sponsors–Bay County Growth Alliance and Independent Bank

Supporting Sponsors–Isabella Bank, Thumb Bank, Duperon Education, and

Northern Initiatives.

Additional funding support stems from Bay County’s American Rescue Plan Act

allocation to Bay Future, Inc. in partnership with the Michigan Small Business

Development Center–Lake Huron Region.

The event is the brainchild of Bay Future, Inc. and the Michigan Small Business

Development Center.
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NEWS

Weather: 7-day forecast
Take a look at the 7-day forecast for
Huron County, courtesy of the National
Weather...

SPORTS

Tom Lounsbury writes
about dealing with
'menacing horde' of…
Spring and summer this year have
proven to be a tad interesting, not to
mention...

OPINION
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Most Popular

1. 7 questions with... Explorer Charters with Tom Carriveau

2. Prosecutor: Bad Axe drive-by shooting targeted wrong home

3. Alert: Homeland security secretary says he has '100% confidence' in Secret
Service director after Trump assassination attempt

4. Two arrested in Bad Axe drive-by shooting investigation

5. Explorer Charters to host Sunset Musical Cruise

More News

Geomagnetic activity possible this week after X class solar flare

Michigan could see severe storms tonight

7/16/24, 11:58 AM Second 'Business by the Bay' taking applications till July 31
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You really need to submit to that exam you've been dreading

Pigeon Farmers' Summerfest to take place July 18 through 21
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