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LANSING, Mich. (WILX) - “Highlighting the people who have really bootstrapped and really been able to do something, it makes it so that other
people want to try and that we aren't just accepting what's offered to us. We go, and we get what we deserve,” said Ali Bennet, a Black business owner
in Lansing who is looking to empower others through networking and collaboration.

Black-owned businesses increase more than 7% annually. National Black Business Month acknowledges not only the economic contributions of Black-
owned businesses but also the social and cultural impact of these businesses.

According_to the Department for Small and Local Business Development, about 3% of U.S. businesses are Black or African American-owned—a small
number, about 3 million businesses, generating over $130 million in total sales. Black businesses are continuing to open, offering several goods and
services to the communities where they hope to thrive.

Domonika Tipton owner of Uplift and Inspire Counseling_and Consulting in Lansing says representation motivated her to start her business.
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“There is definitely a disparity when it comes to what we receive as sometimes African Americans in the mental world. As an African American person
that has to also be involved personally within the healthcare system, | wanted to create something that | didn't see,” said Tipton.

While Uplift and Inspire has been open for four years and welcomes everyone, Bloomberg reports eight out of ten Black-owned businesses fail within
the first 18 months. Tipton says this could be for several reasons.

"Funding wise for African Americans, sometimes that isn't the greatest, in part because we may not be as knowledgeable about the business side of
things going into it. So, I've definitely had trial and error,” said Tipton.

Tipton received funding from the Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP), which she says had a great impact on her business. Community

awareness and networking can also lead to the success of a business, says Bennet, who owns Grassroots Giving, a business directory connecting Black

business owners to resources and community support.
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“We can all come together and actively support one another, share our business knowledge, so that people can start building that generational wealth,
and when one person makes it, it affects the whole community,” said Bennet.

Grassroots Giving launched in February, and Bennet hopes to see her business grow. Her advice for those wanting to start a business is to start small.
“Talk to other business owners, get some mentorship, and if you really like, start small and build your way up,” said Bennet.

Small business owners can take advantage of resources in the Lansing area, including the Small Business Association of Michigan, the Michigan Small

Business Development Center and the Lansing Economic Area Partnership.

Subscribe to our News 10 newsletter and YouTube page to receive the latest local news and weather. Looking to hire people, or grow your business

through advertising? Gray Digital Media is your one-stop marketing solution. Learn more.
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8/26/24, 11:26 AM August is National Black Business Month, local businesses share impact
Americans, you'll want to check this out ASAP
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80% off veterans had no idea about these.
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Locate Almost Anyone By Entering Their Name (This Is Addicting!)
Find Detailed Public Record Information About Someone. Search Records Quickly. Search Any Name.
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(®_Earvin ‘Magic’ Johnson returned home to Lansing Saturday and honored his father with
a car show

Michigan DNR fisheries catch largest sturgeon in their survey history
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(®_5-year-old girl walks home early from school, shocking her mother
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(®_Residents raise concerns over living conditions at East Lansing apartment complex

MSP troopers file lawsuits against agency

Spring Arbor man arrested for alleged drunk driving_ after trying to check on friend with
OWI arrest

Former President Trump to visit Mid-Michigan

(®_17-year-old fatally shot driving sick teammate home from soccer practice

Latest News

Hot and Humid with Strong Storms Possible
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Michigan Democrats, Republicans make official nominations for state races
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August is National Black Business Month, local businesses share impact
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(®_Michigan Democrats, Republicans make official nominations for state races

MSU Crew Club works to clean Red Cedar River
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