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Traveling Pitch Competition Comes to Detroit for
Black-Owned Businesses, Oct. 3
September 27, 2024

Michigan SBDC
Sept. 26, 2024

Detroit, MI – The Michigan SBDC is thrilled to present PITCH BLACK Detroit – a unique and
entertaining pitch competition program that uplifts Black-owned businesses and celebrates Black
culture. Part competition – part game show, PITCH BLACKincludes elements of Shark
Tank and America’s Got Talent; complete with all Black contestants, Black judges, Black host, Black
music, Black dancers, and even a Black costumed character. Traveling throughout the state of
Michigan, the event is conducted on-stage in front of a live audience and has been held in
Muskegon and Grand Rapids. Now it is Detroit’s turn on Thursday, October 3rd at the WSU Industry
Innovation Center (across from Tech Town Detroit). 

Twenty-�ve (25) Black-owned businesses were selected as contestants for the program and
received 6-weeks of customized pitch training from the Michigan SBDC Uplift Initiative. They then
went through two preliminary pitch rounds to determine the seven �nalists who will compete for
over $10,000 in cash prizes at the live in-person event on October 3rd. 

Prizes will be processed by Eastern Michigan University’s Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation. 
The 1st Place Grand Prize is $5,000, with a 2nd place prize of $3,500, a 3rd place prize of $1,500,
and $300 for the people’s choice award. The prize money can be used for any legitimate business
purpose. 

“PITCH BLACK Detroit is more than just a pitch competition,” said Michigan SBDC Southeast
Regional Director Wendy Thomas. “It’s our way of strengthening the Black business community
that was disproportionately impacted by COVID-19.  The training and ongoing support we are
providing will help in the long-term success of small Black-owned companies in Southeast Michigan.
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We’re incredibly grateful to our PITCH BLACK Detroit sponsors Fifth Third Bank, Huntington,
Comerica, and Lake Trust for their support.” 

Event Details

The event will start with a Celebration Showcase at 5 p.m. featuring all the contestants and the
Pitch Competition will begin at 6:30 p.m. It is free and open to the public, but please RSVP at
https://michigansbdc.org/pitch-black-detroit/.  All attendees are asked to wear black attire. 

LEARN MORE AND RSVP

CHAMBER NEWS

Member Spotlight

Ford Motor Company is a global company with shared ideals and a deep sense of family. From its
earliest days as a pioneer of modern transportation, Ford has sought to make the world a better
place – one that bene�ts lives, communities, and the planet.
View Member Directory

    

Become A Member
Join the Detroit Regional Chamber to build a stronger business, connect with prospective clients and resources,
reduce the cost of doing business and be a part of a community of influencers.

CONTACT US TO JOIN
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Listen to the Podcast

The Power of & Podcast focuses on reaching solutions to modern-day policy problems utilizing the power of “and.”

Member News ❯

MEMBER NEWS

Barbieri Honored With ICBA Lifetime Achievement Award

MEMBER NEWS

Miller Canfield Earns Mansfield Plus Certification for 2024, Leading the Charge for Diversity
in the Legal Profession

MEMBER NEWS

Warner Achieves Mansfield Certification for 2023-24

Detroit Regional Chamber
7 days ago

Tomorrow: Chamber member McKinsey & Company will present their findings on the state of Black tech talent in Detroit.

Learn more during our free virtual event, featuring Chamber board member and McKinsey partner Aaron Aboagye and
industry experts.

Register at:

Don't Miss The State of Black Tech Talent in Detroit, Oct. 1
www.detroitchamber.com

Join the Chamber and MichAuto for an exclusive virtual event unveiling the findings
from the Detroit/Metro Black Tech Talent Survey done by McKinsey & Co. Register
today.

View on Facebook ·  Share
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