
Business by the Bay accepting
applications through Aug. 13
Applications are open now for the annual Business by the Bay Pitch

Competition.
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Michelle Judd

Apply to be part of the Business by the Bay Pitch Competition and you’ll get

practical business training, personalized coaching, and a chance at winning cash to

invest in your small business.

Applications are due by 5 p.m. Wed., Aug. 13. 

The annual Business by the Bay Pitch Competition is a program of the Michigan

Small Business Development Center. Read about the 2024 Pitch competition in this
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Nov. 14, 2024 Route Bay City article.
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Participants will engage in a series of in-person workshops covering marketing,

financials, and pitch development. Five finalists will participate in a live pitch event

on Wed., Nov. 12 at John Glenn High School, 3201 Kiesel Road.

“An event like this is so exciting because we bring (business owners) forward into

the community and they get to enjoy that support,” says Michelle Judd, Small

Business Consultant for the Michigan SBDC. “They also get some cash infusion

into their businesses, which is not something existing businesses have the

opportunity to do very often.”

Who can apply?

Entrepreneurs, small business owners, or early-stage companies based in Bay

County. 

Businesses less than 2 years old as of Nov. 13 with annual sales of less than $1

million.

Applicants must be at least 16 years old at time of application.

If selected, applicants must attend five in-person workshops in August, September,

and October. 

For more details and a link to the application, visit the Michigan Small Business

Development Center website.
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Meeting rural Michiganders’ mental health care needs
BY ESTELLE SLOOTMAKER ● ARTS AND CULTURE ● AUGUST 19, 2025

Michigan’s rural residents face different challenges when accessing mental health care than

residents of urban areas. Transportation issues, loneliness, and limited group therapy options
can compound their mental health needs. To address these challenges, community mental

health (CMH) agencies like Sanilac County Community Mental Health innovate community-

based solutions that meet their populations where they are at.   

الهجمات على العائلات المهاجرة وما تعنيه لتعليم الطفولة المبكرة
BY BRIANNA NARGISO ● DIVERSITY ● AUGUST 12, 2025

Community-based organizations report that approximately 15% of students  withdrew from

preschool programs within weeks due to immigration enforcement activity. 
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ိုက်ခခင်ားသည် ကရ ်းသူငယ်မ ြော်း၏
BY BRIANNA NARGISO ● DIVERSITY ● AUGUST 5, 2025

Community-based organizations report that approximately 15% of students  withdrew from

preschool programs within weeks due to immigration enforcement activity. 
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Solutions that work, from communities like yours. Explore innovative stories from

across our network showcasing how neighborhoods are solving today's challenges

together.

Why talking about suicide is the best way to prevent it

9/22/25, 1:01 PM Business by the Bay accepting applications through Aug. 13 – Route Bay City

https://routebaycity.com/business-by-the-bay-accepting-applications-through-aug-13/ 7/12

https://servedby.indiegraf.com/redirect.spark?MID=185279&plid=3174357&setID=978829&channelID=0&CID=1382246&banID=523621015&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&rnd=2393146&scheduleID=3212665&adSize=300x250&mt=1758560269499098&sw=1470&sh=956&spr=2&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Froutebaycity.com%2Fbusiness-by-the-bay-accepting-applications-through-aug-13%2F&hc=b94dfa6da54a7b723e60da39a9d94c1cf50bc3f8&location=
https://routebaycity.com/why-talking-about-suicide-is-the-best-way-to-prevent-it/
https://routebaycity.com/why-talking-about-suicide-is-the-best-way-to-prevent-it/


Miss WONDERfully Unique Pageant celebrates
personality and talent

Local agency works to give foster families dignity and
support

Q&A: Behind the curtain with the Bay City Players
Managing Director

Food program nourishes a sense of empowerment for
survivors of domestic violence

9/22/25, 1:01 PM Business by the Bay accepting applications through Aug. 13 – Route Bay City

https://routebaycity.com/business-by-the-bay-accepting-applications-through-aug-13/ 8/12

https://routebaycity.com/miss-wonderfully-unique-pageant-celebrates-personality-and-talent/
https://routebaycity.com/local-agency-works-to-give-foster-families-dignity-and-support/
https://routebaycity.com/qa-behind-the-curtain-with-the-bay-city-players-managing-director/
https://routebaycity.com/food-program-nourishes-a-sense-of-empowerment-for-survivors-of-domestic-violence/
https://routebaycity.com/miss-wonderfully-unique-pageant-celebrates-personality-and-talent/
https://routebaycity.com/local-agency-works-to-give-foster-families-dignity-and-support/
https://routebaycity.com/qa-behind-the-curtain-with-the-bay-city-players-managing-director/
https://routebaycity.com/food-program-nourishes-a-sense-of-empowerment-for-survivors-of-domestic-violence/


Teens pack confidence into backpacks for Bay County
kids
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Route Bay City is a weekly online news magazine covering neighborhoods, small

business, arts and social innovation.

Subscribe to our Newsletter. Cancel anytime.
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