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BREAKING
XALT Energy to close its Midland plant

NEWS

Business by the Bay names 5 finalists for $11,500
pitch night Nov. 12 in Bay City

By Jon Becker, for the Daily News
Oct 30, 2025
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BUSINESS
LBY THE BAY

Pitch your Future!

PRESENTED BY I'lllnllllylllll
Bank

Congratulations to our Finalists!

Maria Sian
Jennifer Barcia
Ashley Kirby
Malynnda Stewart

Lily Boehm

The five finalists have been selected for the third annual Business by the Bay Pitch Competition, scheduled
for Wednesday, Nov. 12 at the John Glenn High School auditorium, 3201 Kiesel Road in Bay City.

Michigan SBDC Facebook page
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’ Listen Now: Business by the Bay names 5 finalists for $11,500 1
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There may be a chill in the fall air, but the competition for $11,500 in cash prizes has

reached a fever pitch for this year’s Business by the Bay Pitch Competition.

Pat is a real person living with
early Alzheimer’s disease

Michelle Judd, lead organizer of the event and Michigan Small Business Development
Center (SBDC) consultant, calls the entrepreneurial-boosting contest one of Bay

County’s most anticipated small business events.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad
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The Essential Sale: 6 months for 99¢. Elevate your everyday with exceptional reporting.

Five finalists have been selected for this third annual event, scheduled for
Wednesday, Nov. 12 at the John Glenn High School auditorium, 3201 Kiesel Road in
Bay City.

The evening begins with a meet and greet at 5 p.m., followed by the pitch competition
at 6 p.m., when the finalists take the stage to pitch their business ideas live before a

panel of judges — and the general pubilic.

Hosted by the SBDC, the event highlights the creativity and drive of local
entrepreneurs who are vying for a share of the prize money and a jump-start on their

business dreams.

“After months of intensive preparation, these finalists are ready to shine and
showcase the hard work they’ve put into their business plans,” Judd said. “The
Business by the Bay event is the culmination of our SBDC training, giving these
entrepreneurs the critical exnosure and fundina thev need to make a real impact in
Midland .
= DAILY NEws Sign in
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ACT NOW

It's rewarding for Judd and other Bay County leaders to see an infusion of new small
businesses that are key drivers of the region’s economy. The five finalists are
Malynnda Stewart (Compassionate Navigation), Ashley Kirby (Turkey Bob Books),
Maria Sian (Great Lakes Healthcare Training Center), Lily Boehm (Curious Minds

Club), and Jennifer Barcia (Sweets and Boujee).

“These finalists represent a dynamic mix of innovation, creativity, and community-
minded entrepreneurship,” Judd said. “They each bring a unique vision to the Bay
County small business landscape. This friendly competition offers not only cash prizes
but also valuable exposure, networking, and community support for emerging Bay

County businesses.”

Finalists have spent the past several months participating in SBDC-led workshops on
marketing, financial planning, and pitch deck preparation. After submitting their
finalized pitch decks for virtual judging, the top five were selected to compete live on

stage at this year’s event.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad
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Admission is free and open to the public. Guests can enjoy light hors d’ oeuvres and

refreshments, connect with community members, including local business leaders,

and participate in the excitement by purchasing a S5 “fan favorite” ballot to vote for

their favorite contestant.
Oct 30, 2025

Jon Becker
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10/31/25, 6:50 PM Business by the Bay names 5 finalists for $11,500 Nov. 12
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the Midland Mall on Halloween from 4 Man called 911 saying he was suffering a Nationwi
p.m. to 6 p.m.. mental health emergency, police arrived their sha
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1. Halloween 2025 restaurant deals: Free meals, treats & discounts

2. XALT to close Midland factory, eliminate 230 jobs

3. Midland woman turns recovery into innovation

4. XALT Energy to close its Midland plant

5. Business Matters: Poker Face Aesthetic Club opened in September

More News

Midland man pleads to twice attempting to strangle fiancée
City offices to close Nov. 11 for staff in-service

XALT to close Midland factory, eliminate 230 jobs

Midland man jailed for road rage

Inside renovation of Downtown Midland’s historic Odd Fellows
Building

Let's Play

é%] Bongo ]; Flipart & Pile-Up Poker E Cross|word r_ﬂ

DAY NEWS Top
®X

https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/business-by-the-bay-finalists-21130084.php 8/9


https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/halloween-deals-freebies-2025-21128991.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/xalt-close-midland-factory-eliminate-230-jobs-21131118.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/midland-woman-s-recovery-inspires-safiee-21118457.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/xalt-energy-close-midland-auburn-hills-facilities-21131074.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/business-matters-poker-face-21129065.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/police_and_courts/article/caleb-evitts-24-pleaded-no-contest-choking-21131311.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/midland-closes-city-offices-nov-11-staff-training-21131230.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/xalt-close-midland-factory-eliminate-230-jobs-21131118.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/police_and_courts/article/midland-man-sentenced-road-rage-man-63-injure-21131045.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/midland-odd-fellows-building-adds-5-apartments-21124951.php
https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/midland-odd-fellows-building-adds-5-apartments-21124951.php
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/play/bongo
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/play/bongo
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/game/flip-art
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/game/flip-art
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/play/pile-up-poker
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/play/pile-up-poker
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/game/crossword
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/game/crossword
https://www.puzzmo.com/+/ourmidland/game/typeshift
https://www.ourmidland.com/
https://www.ourmidland.com/facebook
https://www.ourmidland.com/facebook
https://www.ourmidland.com/twitter
https://www.ourmidland.com/twitter
http://intagram.com/themidlanddailynews
http://intagram.com/themidlanddailynews

10/31/25, 6:50 PM Business by the Bay names 5 finalists for $11,500 Nov. 12

About v
Contact v
Services v
Account v

© 2025 Midland Publishing Company, LLC Terms of Use | Privacy Notice | DAA Industry Opt Out |

Your Privacy Choices (Opt Out of Sale/Targeted Ads)

https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/business-by-the-bay-finalists-21130084.php 9/9


https://www.ourmidland.com/terms/
https://www.ourmidland.com/privacy/
https://www.ourmidland.com/privacy/#daaindustryoptout
https://www.ourmidland.com/yourdata/

