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11/17/25, 1:43 PM Top winner chosen in Business By the Bay Pitch Competition

By Trae Harris
Published: Nov. 12, 2025 at 11:36 PM EST
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BAY CITY, Mich. (WNEM) - Five entrepreneurs stepped into the spotlight, pitching their business dreams for a better
shot at making them come true.

The Business By the Bay Pitch Competition is helping small businesses think big, a part of a growing effort in Bay
County to turn ideas into jobs.

After all the pitches and applause in the John Glenn High School auditorium, one walked away a little richer. The
business owners had a shot at $11,500 in cash prizes.

“It's going to do so much for this community,” said Malynnda Stewart, CEO of Compassionate Navigation. “I’'m really
excited to get started.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Each finalist spent weeks perfecting their business plans through training with the Michigan Small Business
Development Center, from crafting financials to fine-tuning their presentations.

“We’ve seen a lot of growth in these contestants, from the beginning of this process to the end,” said Michelle Judd,
Small Business Consultant at Michigan Small Business Development Center. “It wasn’t a quick process.”

The finalists ranged from healthcare to children’s books, stem clubs and even sweet treats, each bringing a different
flavor of innovation to the stage.

“We had a great time doing this whole event,” said Ashley Kirby, founder of Turkey Bob Books. “They do a really good
job at the SBDC, and they’re really good at supporting entrepreneurs.”
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In the end, Compassionate Navigation took home the top prize, but all left with new connections and a boost of
momentum for their growing businesses.

“Amazing, amazing, this money is going to not only help my company, but we have so many ideas of how we can help
underfunded organizations,” said Stewart.
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1975 - 2025: Junie’s Retiring and Her Bags are a Bargain!
After 50 years of handcrafting bags, Junie is retiring. Her final collection is now up to 80% off — timeless designs, lovingly made, and
available only while they last.

Junie Boutique | Sponsored Learn More

Healthy legs never felt so good! Non-invasive vein treatment. Covered by insurance.
Love the way your legs look and feel with state-of-the-art vein care by nationally accredited, board-certified vein doctors.

Metro Vein Centers | Sponsored Book Now

Best Christmas Gifts for Kid: The Most Realistic Robot Puppy!
Helps kids escape screen time dangers, offers real companionship, runs, barks, wags tail, 50% off discount, engaging alternative to digital
devices

GlosrityStore | Sponsored Learn More
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Pilots to picket Allegiant Air
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(® Beyond Blood Sugar: The Future of Diabetes Care

Crash at same corner that claimed lives of 3 in Sept. leaves 1 hospitalized

® Four Lakes Task Force receives $2.25M grant for Edenville Dam AMEP
equipment

Lanes re-open on NB I-75 after crash

(® Man accused of killing co-worker with sledgehammer because he
didn’t like her
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® Nearly 113,000 Jeep vehicles recalled for engine issues

Latest News

(® Skelton appears in court for alleged murder of three sons 15 years ago

® Firefighter injured after floor collapses in Saginaw home

(® Bandit breaks into local business, steals cinnamon rolls, cash

® Lockhart Chemical Company sold, new owner enters agreement with
EGLE
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SPONSORED BY:

Al WNEM Morning Extra: Monday, Nov. 17

HAPPENING TOMORROW

PILOTS TO PICKET ALLEGIANT AIR

Monday, Nov. 17, 2025: 5 things you need to know
YOU NEED TO KNOW

Thanksgiving

(® AAA expects more than 2.6 million Michiganders to travel for
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