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Two UP housing projects receive state
funding
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UPPER MICHIGAN. (WLUC) - Wednesday, Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced three
redevelopment projects receiving support to build new housing. Two of the three projects are in U.P.
communities.
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According to a press release from Governor Whitmer’s Office, support from the bipartisan
Revitalization and Placemaking (RAP) program will help create 60 total housing units between
Escanaba, Marquette, and Cadillac. Together, the projects will generate a total capital investment of
over $16.5 million in the state while attracting residents to their downtown communities.

The RAP program provides access to gap financing for place-based infrastructure development
and real estate rehabilitation and development.

“Support for these projects in Northern Michigan underscores our commitment to our ‘Make It in
Michigan’ economic development strategy’s focus on the people, places, and projects that are
integral to growing Michigan’s economy,” said Governor Whitmer. “Programs like RAP help to
create vibrant places that attract and retain talent, add new housing options, enable business
creation and attraction, and provide resources for our Michigan communities. Let’s keep working
together to get things done for our state.”

“At the MEDC, we work alongside communities across Michigan and invest in their resilience
through placemaking efforts like the RAP program, which helps to support the state’s ‘Make It in
Michigan’ economic development strategy,” said the MEDC’s SVP of Community Planning and
Development Readiness Michele Wildman. “These projects will add new housing and vibrancy to
the downtown corridors of Cadillac, Escanaba, and Marquette.”

In the City of Escanaba, a vacant functionally obsolete building will be redeveloped into a new
restaurant space and one-bedroom apartment, attracting foot traffic and adding vibrancy to the
city’s downtown. The project builds on the city’s efforts to invest in its downtown through the recent
recertification as a Redevelopment Ready Community with the MEDC and significant upgrades to
the streetscapes and utilities along Ludington Street.

The project is being awarded a $500,000 RAP grant to assist with redevelopment costs of the
former mixed-use building on the site and is expected to bring a total capital investment of
$1,064,653.

Developer Curt Spaulding of Spaulding Real Estate LLC is a retired Michigan Corrections Officer
who returned to his hometown of Escanaba to own and operate a restaurant on the same block as
the proposed project location. After stabilizing the operation of his current restaurant, Spaulding
utilized a Build MI Community grant from the MEDC in 2024 to activate vacant space above his
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restaurant into three new attainable residential apartments. Spaulding has worked with the
Michigan Small Business Development Center to review the business plan for the new restaurant.Small

“We are incredibly grateful for the continued support from the MEDC, particularly the $500,000 RAP
grant, which makes a project like this possible,” said James McNeil, Escanaba city manager.
“Redeveloping a vacant building into a new restaurant and apartment space is exactly how we drive
economic growth and enhance our downtown vibrancy. This investment, alongside our recent
Redevelopment Ready Community recertification, ensures Escanaba continues to move forward.”

The City of Escanaba first received its RRC certification from the MEDC in 2017 and regained its
certification in December 2024.

In the City of Marquette, a vacant, 8,000-square-foot building located at 401 W. Washington St.
will be redeveloped to create a four-story, mixed-use development, adding 11 residential units, two
commercial spaces, and lower-level indoor parking to downtown. When complete, the project will
strengthen downtown Marquette by adding residential density, increasing foot traffic in the area,
and supporting local businesses.

The project is being awarded a $1.5 million RAP grant to support the cost of construction on the
vacant, blighted building, and is expected to bring a total capital investment of $4,803,602. The
Marquette County Land Bank is supporting the project with a $46,000 Blight Elimination Grant and
the Marquette Brownfield Redevelopment Authority approved an Act 381 Brownfield Housing TIF
Plan with an estimated value of $1,131,825 in further support of the redevelopment.

“We are thrilled to receive this grant and deeply appreciative of the support that has made this
project possible,” said the 401 W. Washington development team. “This investment unlocks new,
much-needed affordable housing for the City of Marquette, and we could not be more excited to
bring this vision to life.”

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT



NewsNews TV6 LiveTV6 Live Latest VideosLatest Videos First Alert WeatherFirst Alert Weather TV6 InvestigatesTV6 Investigates 

12/10/25, 1:28 PM Escanaba, Marquette housing projects to see more housing soon thanks to state funding

https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/2025/12/10/two-up-housing-projects-receive-state-funding/ 3/9

https://links.us1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69397dd7870239372018a4d4&Domain=gray.tv&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoljttKxDAQhp_Gy2kOTd1U8MaFruAi4oK4lzlM22iblCZt6T69UYdhjj_fTJ_SFB8IGZz_jsCKLqwWB7fivBcmjOR4puRfc8eb7Nu2FaMzveuU10t0HmMswtzl1TTnGmYcUEWMecApO-RERQ7GpR1CCxiN8kqrrDOYz0QwOCfXOqOSCx7UL8HiikOYRvQpd8rukF8ZF58ZGUUYoYxSympNZV1SymuwigutrAatywOIlpVQc8mglpJrdi8MEy3QPyOnPlWn5-pFNpepsx-Xz6ab9rfXm47n_f0abk9Xvx0X-aWr7VGU1Q86GV81&@OriginalLink=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://links.us1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69397dd7870239372018a4d4&Domain=gray.tv&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNolTM1OwzAYexqOX_PbrUHiNH4O7IQm4DYl6dc2pU1Kkq7s7cnAsmxLtjzkvKR7QibnvxKwqg-XFid3wXitbJjJ4UjJ_-aOPxdu21aty4JxdnZwvfYphTVavI1LzSmvi1F2y_simKz22mgoBtpaTAnmEBFS1hlL9HiFPMSw9gNE7LXz2ILFmF3nrM4u-PJCGKGMUsqUoY0SlHIFrebS6NaAMWIPsmMCFG8YqKbhhu2kZbID-gfCp8OTHMe6H4Pb9Ic4vjzuzq9MqvgZUJzgJ7y_yfP3emqbBynqXzBHWDA%3D&@OriginalLink=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://links.us1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69397dd7870239372018a4d4&Domain=gray.tv&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNolTM1OwzAYexqOX_PbrUHiNH4O7IQm4DYl6dc2pU1Kkq7s7cnAsmxLtjzkvKR7QibnvxKwqg-XFid3wXitbJjJ4UjJ_-aOPxdu21aty4JxdnZwvfYphTVavI1LzSmvi1F2y_simKz22mgoBtpaTAnmEBFS1hlL9HiFPMSw9gNE7LXz2ILFmF3nrM4u-PJCGKGMUsqUoY0SlHIFrebS6NaAMWIPsmMCFG8YqKbhhu2kZbID-gfCp8OTHMe6H4Pb9Ic4vjzuzq9MqvgZUJzgJ7y_yfP3emqbBynqXzBHWDA%3D&@OriginalLink=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuLvzcLoYoOv737LHev5TrM4-xYMNQNpvYxrYKVNIcvsiQNnHT-Z4CnXSDZMA2GCJW7uwvtg7iPuHfI-qNvcsfYt3A2a7h-4aFcnQ5l1VXTpfCh4qAVclPBbQEi8kBwf6DfE_nBP3ydRftjAsnLhww19WLOChhabcbDyh2AM0i-kb0aRZZ-pdMzyCbfpPdjh-9tsBW4YArd_gqtsEGWLZ9FJ2TbhAEjLXKuXG3pE-NSWR0EgMRDYasZmYl6uYqmQpfrLi49mn2YlJ7E81vv67krdQor4m52-nIkRvuQMocRn_n2lSV3PGMtEhp5Xhd-34aZIPDb4i1i3i24W51E_PpmRIsta5MkMhztcdiqZe8jc-UC32MU0H6VUDfOxFOCgqvMK2tICx-U2gEMYqcFh9Q5vxB7XvZSMX-tfArH6hNfBNFPIZ_ozCAoWSaqagmUi8zObyXf9PX7s6l5h2_hWwNiRWw_ma7_Crj7tkICBvFrYQPDHEgd0fQ3e6mcUrMw9hwzhoCkqLHpg83rZHrp_3sOP-l1Lv9AmF-aDGMmBjEbh-AGf-5-GX2SPrnbZ5buoV4renzLG0sIEg1vduu1xpMV2L-2aT1o0P77zMJ6rawEbSDlxZW5N3RMmuv4VM679_BmpXRGHOaEp7PIsXVBy6sGA-C2ipBs6Slp2ECssBxh0-X27N1m7sndxjoDd5kqltIrIqEyn9tveCproL9qv-Q5yBDu86KYeammDq3FgCpuiKPLc-G5vWg07u6HJR9q3U-fkSw1VowwUQb5_bEZ4WF4yhOD2N79gmBquqDvS1uy0jR3lN5zCs5ynZ3wKO0Hquxpv2PlB3GHLAwdiGrZ4JusQcH-O-VHetL20ZIsuCW1SbmEjjriuBxrkJQScIMxQaRPwa_oO4h_Z8ehj48ceMv9CTJXs17kep3pjiIxVexCG3QGLAQZbNB09qbqcwTin3a3koLNJXDnxBESIaZJKMyTB2iC-xKliiakgkiWwh9uvB9QCYugwSW4u7IjWAju1nfJAkgDObHpaFbv5SK2zCJqPy57u949SaLMCwL-QCsxnts8fUP35JC386Fz4iDZvpmcKBrJT41eE78vzadMQv3PXpNpOMLQSi3aGv2UlvbaBhERn-MqtgicJi3xepr2Ix9sNyUu3wRJiWlQhWoZhD8grbuogtDaZtpxN-ke0BWRgdNeKjyrienikiLWvNT-PCwiZpbk5StPXgXBRgVla73esOYkxkdh1jogGX9W_TndjhYqudh55TYG7aWfwazPutuPePXsDTWDvy7upzT1RUpf5z5dezBRdW-jtcB_Sg0XTOFl3GeWaIrWs_ynKotbL92nul1zuciXLnxgbM_2GOwOfraMCu_tVB2TnvZnyqWCgLVsO9YtkwkwtqVjeZ97V4KAY7IVN4MBW2l4LQB4h47f0HunPakTB10-3JW-nsHc-W_bVmHnpsW0rrsrF2LoDWIyolV27t9sj47G3KQjOhn0z2WEwDCkaQPU9nAoU7G8GZZrFU-20olXY39nm5eGmW254hARDZAJ3BqDueE1T9cMGx_7S17p6QJ13mUM3XKocJo07EQ0t5zlGZQjIT2M27bbrnYYT-X4sb2_4FZoGSUW-2AvgGFyqIN_zmrAl3ZjWviMyLY-2LgPg5ItY39P9YKMI5QNN4JPN8Hj0nLsjO0edfhWMx96oASYmMbINqsfif-7M5iRx_iKr7QTWnkahgAsdAxbY9a9gs8dk4d7f5tslW_GR8Br9w-eOOk5lJZahglFcqzcEWRN99-Mgl4UK6PvHuXonex08wg-qmHtpIjdbLX8UL46mdjodf8TPwY0FsYmUi4Now5N&sai=AMfl-YQ3zf32mLEegUj4LwISRrUzuSiwkuzaIXkZ_9Cx5FeGV1m1nMOFwyjY5UT6iVr_n6Q4IEo75k3FLh1VGoY4ytSoZ6cmbJvpyQTTx4_c86mspa-nrh8slptLT8-BLVEOw43hmIuoz56rTywy-5vG5Iu2V5UI963gX6n9mSbGmPCFHAOgQZlnDXpnFVw4X52TRjNOdreGubRfNFxFuKDAXkgYeMjemhjpYM0uiitS4dF6cBlIa0bTn6XO5cGis8FRY4amtmvIyHBOU8JLGKg__EMw-bB8pi9NDeXdKy9sON4kuZ8lkg7I96P_cZdC9xhU5pLiicgDzKSIAA-gA37urZZ1nos6np1Xo19k5qdma2yeMyXPnHzW50JFpaR93pP8M00Xsx8vGUikF5K_awtNH-h161TRlzdQXlYGhqqSdalt1W3TUEntC7C7i_5s-uCSLoEjBufSA6h4DYkie3wiXzC9HlZogc55fZ7GNGAQovt9YDNAM63p_5Anva44eI8ouQ8BzDzO4lUT2KyBwoaRAvb6M4DDZwxMRWd5Bgp_kM9dg_cSkBwKB0rBqmkp-Bd60cMfKZTAXtotYG_XMAVZesjheEAciA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCkgtk7syUtc&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly90aWNrZXRtYXN0ZXIuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/080062FCB7E04603%3Fcamefrom%3DCFC_VANANDEL_LGD%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuLvzcLoYoOv737LHev5TrM4-xYMNQNpvYxrYKVNIcvsiQNnHT-Z4CnXSDZMA2GCJW7uwvtg7iPuHfI-qNvcsfYt3A2a7h-4aFcnQ5l1VXTpfCh4qAVclPBbQEi8kBwf6DfE_nBP3ydRftjAsnLhww19WLOChhabcbDyh2AM0i-kb0aRZZ-pdMzyCbfpPdjh-9tsBW4YArd_gqtsEGWLZ9FJ2TbhAEjLXKuXG3pE-NSWR0EgMRDYasZmYl6uYqmQpfrLi49mn2YlJ7E81vv67krdQor4m52-nIkRvuQMocRn_n2lSV3PGMtEhp5Xhd-34aZIPDb4i1i3i24W51E_PpmRIsta5MkMhztcdiqZe8jc-UC32MU0H6VUDfOxFOCgqvMK2tICx-U2gEMYqcFh9Q5vxB7XvZSMX-tfArH6hNfBNFPIZ_ozCAoWSaqagmUi8zObyXf9PX7s6l5h2_hWwNiRWw_ma7_Crj7tkICBvFrYQPDHEgd0fQ3e6mcUrMw9hwzhoCkqLHpg83rZHrp_3sOP-l1Lv9AmF-aDGMmBjEbh-AGf-5-GX2SPrnbZ5buoV4renzLG0sIEg1vduu1xpMV2L-2aT1o0P77zMJ6rawEbSDlxZW5N3RMmuv4VM679_BmpXRGHOaEp7PIsXVBy6sGA-C2ipBs6Slp2ECssBxh0-X27N1m7sndxjoDd5kqltIrIqEyn9tveCproL9qv-Q5yBDu86KYeammDq3FgCpuiKPLc-G5vWg07u6HJR9q3U-fkSw1VowwUQb5_bEZ4WF4yhOD2N79gmBquqDvS1uy0jR3lN5zCs5ynZ3wKO0Hquxpv2PlB3GHLAwdiGrZ4JusQcH-O-VHetL20ZIsuCW1SbmEjjriuBxrkJQScIMxQaRPwa_oO4h_Z8ehj48ceMv9CTJXs17kep3pjiIxVexCG3QGLAQZbNB09qbqcwTin3a3koLNJXDnxBESIaZJKMyTB2iC-xKliiakgkiWwh9uvB9QCYugwSW4u7IjWAju1nfJAkgDObHpaFbv5SK2zCJqPy57u949SaLMCwL-QCsxnts8fUP35JC386Fz4iDZvpmcKBrJT41eE78vzadMQv3PXpNpOMLQSi3aGv2UlvbaBhERn-MqtgicJi3xepr2Ix9sNyUu3wRJiWlQhWoZhD8grbuogtDaZtpxN-ke0BWRgdNeKjyrienikiLWvNT-PCwiZpbk5StPXgXBRgVla73esOYkxkdh1jogGX9W_TndjhYqudh55TYG7aWfwazPutuPePXsDTWDvy7upzT1RUpf5z5dezBRdW-jtcB_Sg0XTOFl3GeWaIrWs_ynKotbL92nul1zuciXLnxgbM_2GOwOfraMCu_tVB2TnvZnyqWCgLVsO9YtkwkwtqVjeZ97V4KAY7IVN4MBW2l4LQB4h47f0HunPakTB10-3JW-nsHc-W_bVmHnpsW0rrsrF2LoDWIyolV27t9sj47G3KQjOhn0z2WEwDCkaQPU9nAoU7G8GZZrFU-20olXY39nm5eGmW254hARDZAJ3BqDueE1T9cMGx_7S17p6QJ13mUM3XKocJo07EQ0t5zlGZQjIT2M27bbrnYYT-X4sb2_4FZoGSUW-2AvgGFyqIN_zmrAl3ZjWviMyLY-2LgPg5ItY39P9YKMI5QNN4JPN8Hj0nLsjO0edfhWMx96oASYmMbINqsfif-7M5iRx_iKr7QTWnkahgAsdAxbY9a9gs8dk4d7f5tslW_GR8Br9w-eOOk5lJZahglFcqzcEWRN99-Mgl4UK6PvHuXonex08wg-qmHtpIjdbLX8UL46mdjodf8TPwY0FsYmUi4Now5N&sai=AMfl-YQ3zf32mLEegUj4LwISRrUzuSiwkuzaIXkZ_9Cx5FeGV1m1nMOFwyjY5UT6iVr_n6Q4IEo75k3FLh1VGoY4ytSoZ6cmbJvpyQTTx4_c86mspa-nrh8slptLT8-BLVEOw43hmIuoz56rTywy-5vG5Iu2V5UI963gX6n9mSbGmPCFHAOgQZlnDXpnFVw4X52TRjNOdreGubRfNFxFuKDAXkgYeMjemhjpYM0uiitS4dF6cBlIa0bTn6XO5cGis8FRY4amtmvIyHBOU8JLGKg__EMw-bB8pi9NDeXdKy9sON4kuZ8lkg7I96P_cZdC9xhU5pLiicgDzKSIAA-gA37urZZ1nos6np1Xo19k5qdma2yeMyXPnHzW50JFpaR93pP8M00Xsx8vGUikF5K_awtNH-h161TRlzdQXlYGhqqSdalt1W3TUEntC7C7i_5s-uCSLoEjBufSA6h4DYkie3wiXzC9HlZogc55fZ7GNGAQovt9YDNAM63p_5Anva44eI8ouQ8BzDzO4lUT2KyBwoaRAvb6M4DDZwxMRWd5Bgp_kM9dg_cSkBwKB0rBqmkp-Bd60cMfKZTAXtotYG_XMAVZesjheEAciA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCkgtk7syUtc&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly90aWNrZXRtYXN0ZXIuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/080062FCB7E04603%3Fcamefrom%3DCFC_VANANDEL_LGD%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/news
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/livestream/
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/video-gallery/news/
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/weather
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/tv6investigates
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/


Marquette City Manager Karen Kovacs said the investment is an example of how housing needs
can be addressed in the future.

“The Michigan Economic Development Corporation’s $1.5 million RAP grant is pivotal in making
this downtown Marquette project a reality,” said Kovacs said. “This investment underscores the
strength of collaboration between a committed local developer and dedicated state and local
agencies. With this support, a long-vacant property will become a vibrant mixed-use development
that delivers workforce housing and retail space, fueling economic growth and revitalizing our
community. This partnership demonstrates what’s possible when public and private sectors unite
behind a shared vision for Marquette’s future.”

401 W. Washington LLC, and its development partner Midwest Construction Group have extensive
experience in construction, renovation, and redevelopment projects across Michigan. Their portfolio
– which includes projects in Holland, Zeeland, and Hastings – reflects a strong track record of
delivering high-quality developments that contribute to community and economic growth.

“This project reflects the strong momentum we’re seeing in new development and housing across
Marquette County,” said Christopher Germain, CEO of Lake Superior Community Partnership. “Its
location in downtown Marquette— a walkable, amenity-rich districts in the heart of the U.P.’s largest
city —makes it an ideal addition to our much-needed workforce housing supply. It also
demonstrates what’s possible when local and state partners work together with a shared
commitment to progress. We’re grateful for the MEDC’s ongoing partnership in fostering vibrant
communities and supporting transformational developments throughout Marquette County.”

Marquette received its RRC certification from the MEDC in 2021.

Since its launch in 2022, the Revitalization and Placemaking program has supported 249 total
projects in communities across the state

The video above will feature the TV6 livestream until staff can clip the corresponding story, if
available, from broadcasts or other TV6 content. You can subscribe to our YouTube page or
download TV6+ to stream the latest local news and weather.
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